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October 25, 1995 

This bibliography has been designed as a resource supporting the provision of obstetrical services by family physicians.  The bibliography is divided into four sections.

The first section contains studies demonstrating high quality OB care by family physicians.  Studies such as these may be useful for public education and/or education of colleagues who question the ability of family physicians to deliver babies.  Some have used these studies in discussions with hospital credential committees.

The second section contains studies demonstrating the impact of family practice residency curriculum on OB skills.  These studies may be useful in demonstrating to family physician educators, non-family physician educators, residents, and medical students that family practice programs should contain family physician role-model faculty who deliver babies.  When residencies cannot provide family physician faculty role models, the ability of residents to acquire obstetrical skills is compromised. 

The third section of the bibliography contains studies describing the public health impact of OB-enhanced family practice.  These articles demonstrate the positive contributions by OB-enhanced family physicians.  Health care delivery systems based on the combination of internists, pediatricians, and obstetricians are more expensive and less capable of adapting physician maldistribution problems.  Data suggest that perinatal morbidity decreases when health care services are readily available for mothers and infants.

The fourth section contains data concerning practice management issues such as malpractice insurance, reimbursement, etc.

In summary, these references have been abstracted from among over 500 references identified in the world’s literature.  The bibliography will be updated on an annual basis, and Academy members are welcome to suggest modifications.  Your comments are appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Wm. MacMillan Rodney, M.D.

Professor and Chair, 1989-1998

Department of Family Medicine 
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