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(index file-office surgery, lacerations, gloves)
Title: Sterile versus Nonsterile Gloves for Repair of Uncomplicated Lacerations in the Emergency Department: A Randomized Controlled Trial 
Conclusion--There is no clinically important difference in infection rates between using clean non-sterile gloves and sterile gloves during the repair of uncomplicated traumatic lacerations. 
Reference-Perelman VS, et al. Ann Emerg Med 2004:43:362-370. 
Comment--It only took one trip to a mission hospital where they routinely washed and reused latex gloves of all kinds, to make me suspect that this study would eventually be published. This was further confirmed in my obstetrical practice where we preach intra-partum sterile technique, but routinely practice "clean" technique for all of our vaginal deliveries.. In our office we buy boxes of 50 clean non-sterile gloves for 50 cents per pair whereas packaged sterile gloves can cost almost a dollar. 
  
  
