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	Ultrasound Purchase

	 


After 17 ultrasound years and over 15 different machines, in 2000 I bought a Sonosite machine for the Meharry group. Cost $24 k. Advantages included the ability to go to the bedside in OB, the office, the nursing home, and on hospital rounds. The major disadvantage was the screen size and the need for a thermal printer if hard copy of images was needed.

 

Color doppler has never made that much difference to me and M mode is also not necessary. In 2000 I bought a new Mysono machine similar to the Sonosite but the cost had come down to $10,000. Only one transducer but the major new development was the installation of digital imaging by way of a smart media card. No more need for an extra printer and thermal paper. This seems to be my current "best buy" recommendation. The machine has M mode, but no color doppler. There is full software package for OB and more [prostate volume!] Screen size remains a disadvantage, but for $350 a 17" LCD monitor can be hung on the wall for viewing by family. Standard RCA video connectors make this work. 

Transvaginal probe is another $4500.

 

With a suitcase, I can pack the whole thing and a projector and a laptop for use in developing countries or wherever there may be a need for a portable ultrasound laboratory. The downside of portability is that people can drop it or lose it. This has not happened to me in 6 years' experience with these small box machines.
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